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John & Betsyargent

jsargent@missionstomilitary.org

Dear Praying Friends,

Betsy and | recently returned from Ukraine. While there | interviewed Captain Aleksandr (Sasha)
Lenitsev,so | am sharing that interview with you:

"While serving in the Russian Navy in
Sevastopol, Ukraine, during the early 1990's ("
some young Christians gave me some|
Christian literature on the street. | glanced
through it, but paid it no attention. Then, in [..-
1995, | was driving through this small village |
at night, called "Pleasant Meeting" in
Russian, when a drunk pedestrian wandered
out into the middle of the road in front of me. |
At the same time, an oncoming car with his
high beams on, blinded me. | slammed on the
brakes, causing the car to slide sideways and
hit the pedestrian. | got out of the car, and
found that | had killed the drunk pedestrian.
| sat by the road all night waiting until the -
police and ambulance came, and when they finally did, | was arrested for vehrcular manslaughter
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This was a very serious charge, so |
sought legal counsel at our military base. My
lawyer was a Russian Marine Corps officer,
who took me into his office and closed the
door. He witnessed to me about his personal
faith in Jesus Christ as his Lord and Savior,
and led me to Christ! His name is Gennadiy.
He is in this picture , now retired, and play -
ing the guitar at our Saturday evening Bible
study. At my trial, the Lord did something
amazing - the prosecutor became my defense
attorney, and the judge acquitted me of all
’“.mm-.ﬁ\i\“\‘?rl ‘F* charges. The accident at "Pleasant Meeting,”

which certainly did not seem very pleasant to
me, turned out to be just the opposite - resulting in my salvation, very pleasant indeed! Since then,
my wife, Larisa has trusted Christ, and my two daughters as well.



In 1997, | met Keith Davey, Ross Olson and John Sarmg&oem Missions to Military, and the
Lord has graciously given us a wonderful relationship and fruitful ministry during all these years.

4 )

In addition to our Saturday night Bible
study, we also have a Thursday night
Bible study with students, from the
Nuclear Institute, who live in our dacha
(summer cottage). This picture was also
taken in October, 2009, when John and
Betsy were with us. Pray for these young
men, most are not believers.
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Every Sunday morning before / \
our afternoon church service, Peter (a

retired Russian Navy warrant officer)

and | go to our local park and witness
to Russian and Ukrainian sailors and

Marines, leading many to Christ.
Here in October, 2009, Aleksandr,
John, amd Peter are with three (3)
Russian Marines, to whom the Gospel
was given over tea and cookies in the
café to the rear. They are only a few\ /
of the many who received the Gospel that day.

In addition, John has previously written about our summer camps, where we invite active duty
Russian, Ukrainian, BelaRussian, and Bulgarian military men and their families to join us for ten day
camps on the Black Sea. There are usually between 200-350 people at these camps every summer. These
camps have also resulted in the salvation of many, many people, and only in heaven will we see the
results of all that the Lord has done in winning and training the Russian and Ukrainian military for
Jesus Christ

We in Sevastopol thank you for your faithfulness to our Lord Jesus Christ in making possibl e
the distribution of the Gospel to thousands of military people and their families over many years.
How | thank the Lord Jesus for the "Pleasant Meeting” | had with Him in 1995!"

From John: In addition to what the Lord is doing with Sasha and Peter in Sevastopol, we are cur-
rently investigating the possibility of starting another new military ministry in Desna, Ukraine,
north of Kiev. We have an invitation to begin a new ministry on a major tank base with over 17,000
soldiers. More on this later; for now, just pray for wisdom. WE THANK YOU for praying for us!
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